
   After hearing his punish-
ment, Lopez lashed out at the 
jury. 

    “You people are ridicu-
lous!” he yelled. “Seventy-five 
years? Are you f---ing seri-
ous?” 

    Sheriffs deputies quickly 
removed him from the court-
room.  

     
   

    A Tarrant County jury on 
Thursday sentenced a 31-year
-old Arlington man to 75 
years in prison for shooting a 
man in the back.  

    Jurors in state district 
Judge Everett Young’s court 
deliberated about an hour on 
Wednesday before convicting 
Michael R. Lopez of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly 
weapon. 

    During the trial, prosecu-
tors Michelle Dobson and 
Colin McLaughlin presented 
evidence that on July 28, 
2009, Lopez was hanging out 
at an Arlington apartment 
complex at 707 E. Sanford 
Street when his brother-in-
law got into a fist-fight with a 
19-year-old man. Lopez was 
cheering on his brother-in-
law, yelling “Don’t give up. 
Don’t quit.” 

    After his brother-in-law 
lost the fight, as the19-year-
old was walking away, Lopez 

pulled out a gun and shot him 
in the back. 

    The victim survived.  

    During the punishment 
phase of the trial, the jury 
heard about Lopez’s criminal 
history, which included con-
victions for drug possession 
and assaulting a family mem-
ber. 

    He also had been previ-
ously convicted of shooting a 
man in the stomach—a crime 
for which he received a 4-
year sentence. 

    The jury also saw photos 
of Lopez’s tattoos, including 
one that said “Real Gangsters 
Make The World Go Round” 
and another that read, “Born 
Gangsta.” 

    The jury deliberated less 
than two hours in assessing 
the 75-year prison term. He 
must serve 30 years before 
he becomes eligible for pa-
role. 

Jury Gives Ex-Con 75 Years for Shooting Man in Back 

 “This defendant already shot two peo-
ple, who were lucky enough to survive,” 
said prosecutor Michelle Dobson. “We 
asked the jury to make sure he never 
again gets to pull a trigger.” 
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