
    The jury took about 
an hour in assessing the 
99-year prison term for 
Sparks, who has a juve-
nile record and was on 
parole for an aggra-
vated robbery he com-
mitted as a teen when 
he fatally beat Brelynn.  

 

 

    A Fort Worth man 
was sentenced to 99 
years in prison on Fri-
day for fatally beating 
his girlfriend’s 2-year-
old daughter. 
    Jurors convicted Don-
ald Ray Sparks Jr. of 
murder on Thursday in 
the death of Brelynn 
Nobles. 
    During the trial in 
state district Judge Mol-
lee Westfall’s court, 
prosecutors Alana 
Minton and Kim D’Avi-
gnon presented evi-
dence that, on April 28, 
2010, Brelynn’s mother 
went to work and left 
her boyfriend in charge 
of her four children un-
til her cousin could ar-
rive to care for them. 
    When the cousin ar-

rived about an hour 
later, Sparks was sweat-
ing when he answered 
the door and  Brelynn 
was naked and uncon-
scious, lying face down 
on a bed.  
    The defendant 
claimed the toddler hit 
her head in the bathtub 
and asked the cousin 
not to call 911. 
    But the cousin did 
call 911 and Brelynn 
was rushed to an area 
hospital, where she 
later died. 
    The baby had numer-
ous injuries, including to 
her genital area, but the 
medical examiner de-
termined that a severe 
blow to the abdomen is 
what caused Brelynn’s 
death. 

Jury Gives Man 99 Years for Beating Child to Death  

“No one involved in this case, including the jury, 
will ever forget the horrific way Donald Sparks 
brutalized this beautiful little girl,” said prosecu-
tor Alana Minton. “Now he will spend the rest of 
his life answering for his inhumanity.” 
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